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Things Just Keep Changing Here! 
 
 We are pleased to announce that we now have available 
online shopping! It has taken a while, but it is here! It seems like 
everything takes so much longer to happen than planned. How-
ever, the timing is good now that we are one of the featured 
shops in Quilt Sampler. It will make it easier for everyone for us 
to be on line. Stay tuned as we add more and more to the online 
Shoppe. We are hoping to have different color options available 
for the our featured quilt in the Quilt Sampler as time goes on. 
The experience with being in the magazine has been an interest-
ing  journey. Will I ever be able to tell about it all?! 
 We also have another new teacher! We welcome Kathy 

Duke. She is here to help 
you learn to sew. You can 
read about her in this news-
letter. 
 Wishing you all a wonderful Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Looking forward to the new year and 
seeing what it has to offer. This year has been 
something, don’t think that anything could top it. I 
get to work with my best friend, and get in the Quilt 
Sampler, plus now we are able to offer online shop-
ping!  

Charity Update 
 

 Last quarter we collected for the Pregnancy Center 148 
newborn diapers, 282 size four diapers, 655 diaper wipes, 105 
ounces of baby lotion and 126 
ounces of baby wash. Thank you 
for your generous donations! 
 

 We made 30 animal beds in 
just two months time. Thank you 
for all your donations of time and 
materials. We have made 30 ani-
mals happy and comfortable! 



Fabric Lines Scheduled to Come In 
October: General’s Wives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November: Marguerite   
 
  
 
 
 
Blueberry Crumb Cake 
                   
  
 
 
 
December: Summer Breeze II 
 
 
 

Meet Our Newest Teacher! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We are happy to have Kathy Duke join 
our team of teachers. She is a retired FACS 
high school teacher having taught at Kin-
ston and Swansboro High Schools where she 
taught family and consumer sciences or 
Home Ec. 
 Kathy started quilting during a five 
day snow storm in 1980. Her first project 
was  3 red, white and blue calico pillows. 
She machine pieced and hand quilted the 
pillows. 
 She loves to hand appliqué and hand 
quilt. Her favorite quilt block is the double 
wedding ring and she loves yellow which fits 
her sunny personality. 
 Kathy would love to see creative ways 
to involve and educate young people into the 
world of sewing and quilting. 
 Check out her beginning sewing class! 
  

Holiday and Other Special Clos-
ings 
 We will be closing at 1:30 on Satur-
day, October 1st. 

  The Shoppe will be closed on 
Wednesday and Thursday, November 

23and 24th due to the 
Thanksgiving Holiday. Have a 
great Thanksgiving! 
 We will be closed Fri-
day and Saturday December 
16th and 17th.  
 For Christmas, we will 

be closed Saturday through Monday, De-
cember 24th-January 2 . Wishing you all a 
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! 
 Please plan your 
shopping accordingly! 

Inclement 
Weather 
 

In case of bad weather 
please call the shop before you come 
to see if we are here . Or check http://
member.merchantcircle.com/
thistlebee . Or check our Facebook 
status. 919-778-2277. 



New Block of the Month! 
 

General’s Wives Block of the Month 
  

 April 12, 2011 marked the 150th anniversary 
of the firing of cannons on Fort Sumter, South Caro-
lina, marking the opening day of the Civil War; a war 
that would divide families, friends, and a country 
and ultimately take the lives of over 618,000 sol-
diers, about 2% of the population of our country at 
that time. 
 The generals who served during this time had 
been friends, classmates and sometimes, even room-
mates at West Point prior to the war. Theirs was now 
the task to destroy that friend to support the cause 
in which they believed. This was not an easy deci-
sion. The wives of these generals had to support her 
husband as he wrestled with those decisions. She 
had to keep the home fires burning and keep the children and families together at a time that 
was extremely dangerous for her. The wives of Confederate generals also had the concern that 
the actual battlefield could be in her town or on her property. Most of the women on the South-
ern side lost all their possessions and homes. These were extremely brave and strong women 
who deserve all the recognition that can be afforded them. 
 Nancy Gere has designed General's Wives, her proudest civil war fabric collection, and 
Jerry Stube's quilt design by the same name is created to honor these brave women, and truly, 
the wives of all soldiers who fight to preserve our cause, our country. 
 In this Block of the Month program, the histories of these women will be offered along 
with the pattern each month in hope that the quilter will enjoy learning a bit more about these 
brave women. 
 The center block is a representation of the rank insignia of General of the Army, a five 
star general. A few of the generals who served during the Civil War were recognized as General 
of the Army. However, there was not a five star rank at that time. The rank itself did not appear 
until much later.  
 This Block of the month will start in October. There is a $25 non-refundable sign-up fee 
and then $24.95 each month for 12 months. The quilt finishes at 102” square. We only have 
room for 10 participants. Remember when you sign up a BOM is a commitment for the entire 
time that BOM is running. 

Farmer’s Wife Club 
 We are planning on 
kicking off the start of our 
Farmer’s Wife Club in Janu-
ary! If you are interested in 
joining with others to work 
through this book we’d love 
to see you.  

End of Year Inventory Sale 
 Mark your calendars for our end of year 
inventory sale, December 6th through Decem-
ber 10th. We will be letting you know what we 
have up our sleeves this year for our sale as 
the date gets closer!  I wonder just what it will 
be and what room the sale fabric will be in?! 
Early Merry Christmas! Stay tuned. 
 



Counted Cross Stitchers Unite! Anita Jones 
 As you know the Thistle Bee has opened its doors for cross stitchers to get together the 
fourth Saturday of the month. Thanks, Mary Ellen for letting us use the space to gather and 
share our craft. I don’t know about you, but I love to see what other stitchers are working on. 
So grab that project you have been working on or the one you just haven’t had the time to 
get back to and come on down, spend the day or an hour, take a little “me time” and relax 
and have some fun! Note that we will not meet in December. 

 The art of quilting is rich in history. There are women, in untold numbers, who 
blazed the trail before us, leaving us with quilts and remnants of both fabrics and stories 
of how they lived, and what quilts meant to them. While the techniques of quilting for to-
day’s quilter can be very different from those of yesteryear, why we quilt and what quilt-
ing means to us is very much the same. 
 We make quilts for basic warmth on the bed in which we sleep, for family and 
friends, to mark special occasions, perhaps to raise money for a cause dear to our hearts, 
or for the pure joy of it. Like our quilting ancestors, we also come together, as women in 
kindred spirit, to sew and share, and tell of our lives, giving support to one another. 
 You are invited to join a unique, monthly club that will take you on a journey back 
in time. Gather together as the Prairie Women did, and hear anecdotal stories about 
their quilt making, and what daily life was like for those who traveled by wagon train on 
the Oregon Trail, to the lives of quilter’s during the Civil War, and the years of women’s 
suffrage for equal rights. Not only will you learn how our quilting ancestors created quilts 
by “ Making- Do” with what they had, you will be invited to do 
so yourself! 
 At each monthly gathering of the Prairie Women’s Sewing 
Circle, you will receive a small reproduction quilt project pattern 
that will allow you the option to share in their unique “Make-
Do” quilting experience with fellow club members. Monthly pat-
terns and other surprises will be offered exclusively to PWSC club 
members only! 
 Sign up today to attend the next gathering of the Prairie 
Women’s Sewing Circle and ...Journey the threads of time! 
 Our club will begin  October 6th! It will meet the first 
Thursday of each month. The club is for six months with a one 
time sign-up fee of $40 for all six meetings. We have been getting 
interest for a Saturday meeting for this club also. We are sorry that we can not start this 
meeting this quarter, but hope to start the Saturday meeting in January. If you are inter-
ested in the Saturday meeting let us know! Come and join the fun! 


